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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Florida Parents Speak out Against New Program Being Piloted in Florida Schools  

February 22, 2016 – Concerns about student data privacy and overuse of technology in classrooms has 

Florida parents speaking out about a new bill currently being considered in the Florida legislature to 

enhance Competency Based Education (CBE). 

CBE has been used as an educational tool for years. In the traditional sense, it allows teachers to 

measure students’ abilities, provide personalized instruction to address areas that need improvement, 

and then measure again to see if their instruction made a difference. Students are expected to master a 

basic skill before moving on to a more complex one. Some teachers don’t even think about CBE because 

it’s integrated into their teaching practices.  

However, by adding a technology component, the CBE program currently being considered by the 

Florida legislature (and already in place in other states such as Colorado, Kentucky, Iowa, New 

Hampshire, Maine, and Ohio) changes the definition of CBE as we know it, using computer algorithms 

rather than teachers to assess whether a child is “competent” to move on to the next task. 

Politicians and large technology companies are using CBE to drastically increase the use of computers in 

the classroom, and as such the amount of data that is captured from minors without parental consent. 

This data includes “non-cognitive competences,” such as skills, habits and attitudes such as self-

awareness, social skills and mindsets. This is data collection that goes well beyond what a parent expects 

when they send their children to school. 

Parents across the state are concerned that eventually teachers will be almost completely replaced by 

computers, and the amount of human interaction in the classroom will be greatly diminished. 

“Testing doesn’t make kids smarter, and neither does data collection,” says Laura McCrary, Pinellas 

County parent advocate and co-founder of United for Florida Children. “Teachers can make kids smarter 

- humans, not computers.” 

Although supplemental use of computers in the classroom can have benefits when done right, 

numerous studies have shown the negative effects from the use of computers in the way the Florida 

legislature has planned. Rather than encouraging hands-on, creative learning, students will spend a 

majority of their time in front of a computer.  

“Competency Based Education is not the answer for the type of quality public education I want my 

children to have,” says Sue Woltanski, Monroe County parent advocate and co-founder of 
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Accountabaloney. “Students need face to face interactions with humans. America has prospered 

because of creativity and ingenuity. We must fight to keep that in our schools.”  

Grassroots groups are urging other parents and teachers to contact Florida legislators, as well as local 

school districts, to let them know their concerns about CBE. For more information, and to view the 

growing list of groups that are fighting this initiative, visit: https://www.unitedforflchildren.com  

And: 

https://accountabaloney.wordpress.com  
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